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Two Categories to Settle: Peaceful 
Way and Non-peaceful Way

Part One: Is non-peaceful way  possible?
� 1� ARF(China-1994) 
� 2� The Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast 

Asia (China-2003)
� 3� The Declaration on the Code of Conduct on the 

South China Sea� “undertake to resolve their 
territorial and jurisdictional disputes by peaceful
means” without “resorting to the threat or the use of force”
(China-2002) 

� 4� Cebu Declaration on East Asian Energy Security agreed to 
create an open, competitive regional and international market. 
(2005)

� 5� the position between China and ASEAN. Political;Economical(40bn USD vs
26Bn USD)



Part Two: Routes for Peaceful Way

1.UN framework:
(1).International Court (Hague)
(2).International Maritime Law Court 

(Hamburg)
(3).United Nations Commission on the Limits 

of the Continental Shelf



UN Framework doesn’t work

According to UNCLOS article 298(Optional 
exceptions to applicability of settlement of 
disputes� Chinese Government made a written 
Statement to UN secretary-general on August 25, 
2006: China will NOT accept international judicial 
administration and international arbitration on 
maritime boundary settlement, territorial disputes 
and military conflicts. 



2.Nation Level Settlement

(1).Occupation and exploration alone
a. the fact and the limitation
b.(picture)
c. ASEAN side 1994 statement: collective action 

rather than bilateral negotiation with China
(2).Inter-nation negotiation
Current regimes function little in energy E&P: 

ARF ,10+1and  informal conferences 







One Recipe to Untie the Deadlock

� Energy resources of Nansha(Spratly) Islands first, 
and then/ as well as fishery, tourism , and then 
EEZ and so on.

(1)Current model keeps on ------conflict

(2)The principle to solve the disputes: make it a 
propeller for Asian integration rather than a “sore”
of seven parties.

(3)A possible recipe: NEDO.



Nansha Energy Development 
Organization.

� NEDO: Nansha Energy Development Organization. Six 
states and seven parties.

(1)Further joint geographical survey.
(2)Second Track to coin the proposals step by step
(3)Choose small areas for greenfield investment (joint venture) 

of exploration and development (E&P)
(4)Extend the area in the future.
(5)Current oilfield and gasfield: small compromise from 

owners’ side. 



Conclusion

� One recipe for reference. Waiting for a 
better alternative.

� Go beyond the stiff realism and head for 
win-win.

� Mutual compromise is a must to win-win. No 
compromise--no diplomacy-- no Asian 
integration
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