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The Context: The Context: 
Bangladesh Bangladesh -- Remarkable Recent ProgressRemarkable Recent Progress

• Steady economic growth: 5-6 % since 1990s 
• HDI:  0.365 (1980) � 0.422 (1990)� 0.55 (2007)
• Pop growth: 2.5 (1980s) � 1.7 (1990-2007)
• Gross prim enrollment: 72% (1980) � 98% (2007)
• Child mortality: 239/1000 (1970) � 69/1000 (2007)  
• Population in poverty: 59% (1990) � 50% (2000)�

40% (2007) 
• Vibrant private and non-government sector
• People have always given their voice loud and 

clear for democracy and good governance 

All these - inspite of well-known governance 
failures and pervasive corruption. 



CORRUPTION

• A global problem
• Abuse of power for private gain - power in the 

government & outside; economic, political, social
Types of Corruption - by size/volume
• Grand corruption
• Petty corruption
Types of Corruption - by key actor
• Political Corruption
• Public Sector Corruption
• Private & Non-govt Sector Corruption
• Intellectual Corruption
• Institutionalized/Systemic Corruption



Sumon Wahed/Age 20 Remember how to spell “honesty”?



Implications of Corruption

• Prevents development & undermines 
democracy and governance 

• Breeds and increases poverty, deprivation 
and injustice

• Prevents rule of law, distorts market, stifles 
growth 

• Investment and economic activities driven 
away from productive pursuits 

• Leads to violation of basic constitutional and 
human rights 

• Breeds crimes, social frustration, discontent, 
militancy and insecurity 



Corruption: Bias against the Poor

• By increasing the cost of key public services

• Lowering quality of services & preventing the 
poor's access to such essential services as 
education, health and justice

• Diverting Government resources away at the 
expense of social sectors.

• Limiting growth and development corruption 
also reduces the scope and prospect of 
poverty reduction



Human Security – Key elements in this paper

• Paradigm shift – putting the people first
• Ensuring fundamental freedoms – life, 

livelihood, survival & dignity
– access to education
– access to health 

– access to justice
– access to humanitarian assistance 



Corruption in Bangladesh
Bias against the Poor 

• Key challenge against development, democracy 
and rule of law - more than CPI ranking

• Opportunity Cost – 3 percent higher GDP growth 
• Key institutions of democracy (NIS) rendered 

ineffective
• The poor are most adversely affected

– access to public services like education, health, 
justice, utilities and individual safety became a 
function of the capacity to make unauthorized 
payments.



Corruption - Bias Against the Poor:
Public Education: bribery for admission
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Corruption - Bias Against the Poor:
Public Education: Bribery for stipend
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Public Health: percentage of service recipients 
forced to pay bribe 
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 Corruption in Police: Ratio of Service Receipients  Forced to Pay Bribe
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Bias against the poor: 
Law enforcement



(Bribery in Education, health, land administration,  police, justice, income tax)
Source: TIB National Household Survey 2007

Corruption - Bias Against the Poor: 
Household Income lost to Bribery

3.84

2.4

3.634.09

0
0.5

1
1.5

2
2.5

3
3.5

4
4.5

Low Income
(<72,000)

Middle Income
(72,000-140,000)

High Income
(140,000+)

Total

Income category by annual income in Taka



Human Insecurity: corruption in 
humanitarian assistance

• The household survey showed that 55 
percent of recipients of humanitarian 
assistance complained that they 
received less than the allocated amount
– More than 44 percent of victims of 

corruption in relief distribution had a daily 
income of less than a dollar

– More than 72 percent of those victimised 
by corruption in relief operation had a 
daily income of less than $2



Human Insecurity: Justice denied

• According to the 2007 national household survey, 
47.7 percent of the surveyed people who went to the  
lower courts had to pay bribes at an average rate o f 
4825 taka ($1=taka 69) 

• Implications of corruption is much more severe for 
the people in the lower income strata
– Among households who had to make 

unauthorized payments to judiciary, 42.7 percent 
had a daily income of less than $1

– 32.4 were in the income category between one 
dollar and less than two dollars, which means 
more than 75 percent of households who 
experienced corruption in judiciary live at less 
than $2 daily income 
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Corruption in public sector: Who gets what?



Causes of corruption
Structural/Institutional factors
• Range of discretion - absence of checks & balances
• Inadequate and ineffective rules, laws and institut ions 
• Lack of, or low level of, transparency, disclosure,   

accountability

Personal factors
• Incentives, Compulsion, Opportunities Need-based 

�� Greed-based 
• Cost-benefit calculation - Benefits of corruption hi gher 

than risks/costs
• Low citizens awareness, involvement

– Sense of Disempowerment
– Lack of forum & channel

• Value erosion �� way of life �� culture of impunity



FIGHTING CORRUPTION FIGHTING CORRUPTION 
Key Strategic Components
• Highly challenging because of links of 

corruption with power.
• Complete eradication of corruption is not a 

realistic proposition, nor can corruption be 
controlled in short term by any magic formula. 

• Needed a comprehensive strategy having 4 
main inter-related elements:
– Political will – without fear or favour
– Making Corruption Punishable
– Strengthening the institutions of NIS
– Citizens awareness and demand
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Citizens Voice and Demand  � Political Will

Core Moral and Ethical Values – Honesty, integrity, Patriotism, 
Equality, Caring and Sharing …
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National level
• Voice raised – corruption at the core of public 

discourse and political agenda, election manifesto
• Efforts to make corruption punishable 
• Institutional & Policy Reforms

– Anti-Corruption Commission 
– Election Commission & Electoral law reform
– Public Service Commission
– UN Convention against Corruption 
– Right to Information Act
– Anti-corruption education
– Public Procurement
– NGO Governance
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Citizens as agents of change

CCC-YES – Voice and Accountability
– Citizens Report Cards – health, education, 

local government, et al
– AI-Desks - inform & advise the public about 

rules/entitlements 
– Face the Public, Mothers’ Meetings, 

Activating SMCs
– Engaging the Public officials, NGOs and other 

citizens, especially the youth
– Transforming into “Islands of Integrity” –

improvement in content and quality of service



Using cultural tools of communication against corru ption 



YES - Mobile Advice & Information Desk



Signing of Integrity Pledge in Koiarbill Union Paris had



Political leaders taking anti-corruption oath
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What have we learnt?

• Highly Challenging - firing line, threats 
vulnerabilities - resilience

• Changes are possible – integrity, excellence, 
courage, cultivate support/champions 

• Involve the people at large - capture the 
conscience, creativity and energy of the youth

• Create Forums/Channels for communicating 
voices/inputs - local � local, local � national, 
national � local

• Multi-stakeholder engagement - anti-corruption 
institutional capacity, networks and alliances –
local and national



We are saying NO to corruption, 
join us … now.



We want 
our parents 
to be free from 
Corruption …

Shajal – 15 years


